SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 12th DECEM- 
BER 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

JOIN THE SARL AT THE HALF-YEAR RATE 
SARL TROPHIES AND AWARDS 

and 


WORLD’S SMALLEST MOON LANDER FROM JAPAN WILL PUT AMA- 
TEUR RADIO TRANSMITTER ON THE MOON 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin with the news of a silent key: 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Steve Vermeulen, 
ZR3SJD went silent on Saturday 4 December after a long illness. We extend our 
sincere condolences to his wife Terry, his son and daughter, family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
JOIN THE SARL AT THE HALF-YEAR RATE 


Join the SARL and pay the half-year rate and get one month free. The Council 
decided to institute the half-year rate from Monday 22 November 2021. Ordi- 
nary members pay R250, senior members pay R150, spouse members pay R90 
and student members pay R60. 


The online membership application form is at www.sarl.org.za/public/membership/join.asp, 


fill it in and do an EFT into the SARL bank account using your call sign as 
the reference. E-mail your proof of payment to admin@Qsarl.org.za or call the 
SARL Office at 011 675 2393. Please remember that the SARL Office will be 
closing on Wednesday afternoon 15 December for the holiday period. 


THE ZS-SOTA CERTIFICATES 


Sid, ZS5AYC has sent out the certificates for the Spring ZS-SOTA Activity Day 
(24 September 2021), but because of the Protection of Personal Information 
(PoPI) Act, not everybody’s e-mail address is available on the online SARL 
Call Book. Thus, Sid still has certificates to send out. If you participated in 
the Activity Day on 24 September and uploaded your log to SOTA Data, please 
contact Sid on srtyler@mweb.co.za to claim your certificate. 


SARL TROPHIES AND AWARDS 


On 2 November 2021, a SARL Communication was sent to members with infor- 
mation about the SARL Trophies and Awards, a call for motions for the 2022 
AGM and nominations to serve on Council. This information is also in the 
November and December issues of Radio ZS. 


To date, the SARL Secretary has received one nomination for the Jack Twine 
award, one nomination for the SARL Certificate of Recognition and three nom- 
inations to serve on Council. Please do not wait until Sunday 30 January 2022 
to submit your motion or nomination - do it now! 


THE 2022 SARL CONTEST MANUAL AND THE DIARY OF EVENTS 


The 2022 SARL Contest Manual is being finalized. The SA Morse Operators 
Club will be hosting three CW activities during the coming year and the West 
Rand ARC has added a FT4 Contest to the contests they are hosting. The 2022 
Blue Book will be available before Christmas as the first contest will be run on 
New Year’s Day. 


The SARL Secretary would like to finalise the 2022 Diary of Events and once 
again invites clubs to provide input of their meetings and other activities. Thank 
you to the Sandton ARC for their timeous input. Please send the relevant dates 
to secretary Q@sarl.org.za by Friday 17 December 2021. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


WORLD’S SMALLEST MOON LANDER FROM JAPAN WILL PUT AMA- 
TEUR RADIO TRANSMITTER ON THE MOON 


Japan’s OMOTENASHI, the world’s smallest moon lander, will have an X-band 
and UHF communication system, although it will not carry an amateur band 
transponder. OMOTENASHI is a 6U CubeSat set for launch via a NASA 
SLS rocket as early as February 2022. It will have a mission period of 4 to 5 
days. The name is an acronym for Outstanding Moon Exploration Technolo- 
gies demonstrated by Nano Semi-Hard Impactor. Wataru Torii of the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) Amateur Radio Club, JQ1IZVI said ra- 
dio amateurs can play a role in gathering data from the spacecraft. 


The spacecraft is made up of two separable components, both having indepen- 
dent communication systems - an orbiting module and a surface probe. The 
orbiting module will take the surface probe to the moon. It will transmit bea- 
con or digital telemetry data on UHF 437.310 MHz using PSK31. The surface 


probe - the moon lander - will transmit digital telemetry or three-axis accel- 
eration analogue-wave with FM modulation on UHF 437.410 MHz using FM, 
PSK31, and PCM-PSK/PM. Transmitter power will be 1 W in both cases. 


"If we succeed in receiving the UHF signal from the surface probe, we could 
know the acceleration data on the impact on the moon and the success of the 
landing sequence,” Torii explained. ”We already have a station for uplink and 
downlink at Wakayama in Japan - used as an EME station. However, if the 
satellite is invisible from Japan, we cannot receive the downlink signal. So, we 
need a lot of help from amateur radio stations worldwide.” 


Contact Torii on torii.wataru@jaxa.jp for more information. 
CONTEST NEWS 


Twenty-seven logs were received for the last SARL 40 m Club Sprint held on 
Saturday 4 December 2021. Four logs were CW only. 


18* the West Rand ARC — 826 points 

24 the Northern Cape ARC — 213 points 
3' the Bo-Karoo ARC — 159 points 

1st Kobos, ZS6BOS — 110 points 

24 Gerhard, ZS3TG — 93 points 

3'¢ Chris, ZS6CPA — 90 points 

After the six sprints 

18* the West Rand ARC — 5 160 points 

24 the Northern Cape ARC — 1 370 points 
3™¢ the Bo-Karoo ARC — 1 192 points 

1st Kobos, ZS6BOS — 570 points 

24 Gerhard, ZS3TG — 529 points 

3'¢ Chris, ZS6CPA — 528 points 

The full set of results will be published in HF Happenings 976. 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently no sunspots visible. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around 3. The 18 to 30 m bands will especially during the late afternoons 
provide some DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for 
further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today until midnight UTC — the ARRL 10 m Contest 

13 December — the West Rand ARC meeting 

13 and 14 December — the Geminids Meteor Scatter 

15 December — the SARL Office closes for the holiday season 
16 December — the Day of Reconciliation 

21 December — the Summer Solstice at 17:59 CAT 

21 and 22 December — the Ursids Meteor Showers 

25 December — Christmas Day 

26 December — Family Day 

27 December — Public holiday 


31 December — the end of YOTA month, the CQ DX Marathon and Bands Alive 
Ultra-marathon 


01 January — New Year’s Day, the start of the 2022 CQ DX Marathon and the 
SAMOC Straight Key Night 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Join the SARL and pay the half-year rate and get one month free. Ordinary 
members pay R250, senior members pay R150, spouse members pay R90 and 
student members pay R60. The online membership application form is at 
www.sarlorg.za/public/membership/join.asp, fill it in and do an EFT into the 
SARL bank account using your call sign as the reference. E-mail your proof of 
payment to admin@sarl.org.za or call the SARL Office at 011 675 2393. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, proof- 
read by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


